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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF
AUTHENTICATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims priority
from, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/314,067, filed Dec.
21, 2005 and entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD OF
AUTHENTICATION,” which is hereby incorporated by ref-
erence in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure is generally related to electronic
authentication.

BACKGROUND

Subscription services are common. [llustrative electronic
subscription services include television services and Internet
services. A subscriber can maintain an account with a televi-
sion service provider, and they can maintain a separate
account with an Internet service provider. When an individual
subscriber wants to access television content via a set-top box
device, for example, the television content provider can verify
that an authorized subscription account is associated with the
set-top box device before granting access to the television
content. Similarly, if an individual subscriber wants to access
the Internet via a computing device, the Internet service pro-
vider can verify that a subscription account is associated with
the user before granting access to the Internet.

Security is a concern with electronic subscription services.
Some individuals may desire to take advantage of services
without paying required charges, such as by impersonating
registered subscribers. Thus, many electronic subscription
services require users to enter a password, personal identifi-
cation number (PIN), or other authentication token associated
with a registered subscriber account, prior to allowing access
to accounts, information, or content. Individual subscribers
may wish to reset authentication tokens that they forget or
misplace, but hackers or other individuals may also desire to
reset the authentication tokens, in order to steal services.
Accordingly, there is a need for an improved system and
method of resetting authentication tokens.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of an
Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) system;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of an
authentication system;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment of an
authentication method;

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a second embodiment
of an authentication method;

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a third embodiment of
an authentication method;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a fourth embodiment
of an authentication method;

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a fifth embodiment of
an authentication method;

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating a sixth embodiment of
an authentication method; and

FIG. 9 is a diagram of an illustrative embodiment of a
general computer system.
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system and method of authentication is disclosed. In a
particular embodiment, the method includes prompting a user
of'a computing device to transmit a first authentication token
associated with an Internet account. The method also includes
prompting the user to transmit a second authentication token
associated with the Internet account. Further, the method
includes receiving the second authentication token via the
computing device and transmitting a temporary authentica-
tion token to a set-top box device of the user.

In another embodiment, an authentication method is dis-
closed and includes receiving a temporary authentication
token at a set-top box device, where the temporary authenti-
cation token is associated with an Internet account of a user.

In another embodiment, an authentication method is dis-
closed and includes prompting a user to input a first set-top
box authentication token. The method also includes prompt-
ing the user to input a second set-top box authentication token
and receiving the second set-top box authentication token.
The method also includes transmitting a command to a server
to provide a temporary set-top box authentication token via a
second device that is not a set-top box device.

In another embodiment, an authentication method is dis-
closed and includes receiving a command from a set-top box
device to associate a temporary set-top box authentication
token with an Internet account and associating the temporary
set-top box authentication token with the Internet account.

In another embodiment, an authentication method is dis-
closed and includes receiving a command from a set-top box
device to associate a temporary set-top box authentication
token with an identifier of a telephone device and associating
the temporary set-top box authentication token with the iden-
tifier of a telephone device.

In another embodiment, an authentication system is dis-
closed and includes a server having a processor and a memory
device accessible to the processor. The memory device
includes an authentication module that is executable by the
processor to prompt for a first authentication token associated
with an Internet account. The authentication module is also
configured to prompt for a second authentication token asso-
ciated with the Internet account. The server provides a tem-
porary authentication token to a set-top box device after the
second authentication token is received.

In another embodiment, a set-top box device is disclosed
and includes a processor and a memory device accessible to
the processor. The memory device includes instructions to
receive a temporary authentication token associated with an
Internet account of a user.

In another embodiment, a computer program embedded in
a computer-readable media is disclosed and includes instruc-
tions to prompt a user of a computing device to transmit a first
authentication token associated with an Internet account. The
computer program also includes instructions to prompt the
user to transmit a second authentication token. The computer
program also includes instructions to issue a command to
transmit a temporary authentication token, for use at the com-
puting device, to a set-top box device after the second authen-
tication token is transmitted.

In another embodiment, a computer program embedded in
a computer-readable media is disclosed and includes instruc-
tions to prompt a user to input a first set-top box authentica-
tion token. The computer program also includes instructions
to prompt the user to input a second set-top box authentication
token. The computer program also includes instructions to
transmit a command to associate a temporary set-top box
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authentication token with an Internet account of the user in
response to an input of the second set-top box authentication
token.

In another embodiment, a computer program embedded in
a computer-readable media is disclosed and includes instruc-
tions to prompt a user to input a first set-top box authentica-
tion token. The computer program also includes instructions
to prompt the user to input a second set-top box authentication
token. The computer program also includes instructions to
transmit a command to associate a temporary set-top box
authentication token with an identifier of a telephone device
in response to an input of the second set-top box authentica-
tion token.

In another embodiment, a computer program embedded in
a computer-readable media is disclosed and includes instruc-
tions to communicate with a telephone network to receive a
call. The computer program also includes instructions to
obtain an identifier of a telephone device from caller identi-
fication information received with the call. The computer
program also includes instructions to communicate a tempo-
rary set-top box authentication token associated with the
identifier via the telephone device.

Referring to FIG. 1, an illustrative embodiment of an Inter-
net Protocol Television (IPTV) system that may be used to
authenticate users is illustrated and is generally designated
100. As shown, the system 100 can include a client facing tier
102, an application tier 104, an acquisition tier 106, and an
operations and management tier 108. Each tier 102, 104, 106,
108 is coupled to a private network 110; to a public network
112, such as the Internet; or to both the private network 110
and the public network 112. For example, the client-facing
tier 102 can be coupled to the private network 110. Further,
the application tier 104 can be coupled to the private network
110 and to the public network 112. The acquisition tier 106
can also be coupled to the private network 110 and to the
public network 112. Additionally, the operations and man-
agement tier 108 can be coupled to the public network 112.

Asillustrated in FIG. 1, the various tiers 102, 104, 106, 108
communicate with each other via the private network 110 and
the public network 112. For instance, the client-facing tier
102 can communicate with the application tier 104 and the
acquisition tier 106 via the private network 110. The applica-
tion tier 104 can also communicate with the acquisition tier
106 via the private network 110. Further, the application tier
104 can communicate with the acquisition tier 106 and the
operations and management tier 108 via the public network
112. Moreover, the acquisition tier 106 can communicate
with the operations and management tier 108 via the public
network 112. In a particular embodiment, elements of the
application tier 104, including, but not limited to, a client
gateway 150, can communicate directly with the client-facing
tier 102.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the client-facing tier 102 can
communicate with user equipment via a private access net-
work 166, such as an Internet Protocol Television (IPTV)
access network. In an illustrative embodiment, modems, such
as a first modem 114 and a second modem 122 can be coupled
to the private access network 166. The client-facing tier 102
can communicate with a first representative set-top box
device 116 via the first modem 114 and with a second repre-
sentative set-top box device 124 via the second modem 122.
The client-facing tier 102 can communicate with a large
number of set-top boxes, such as the representative set-top
boxes 116, 124, over a wide geographic area, such as a
regional area, a metropolitan area, a viewing area, a desig-
nated market area or any other suitable geographic area, mar-
ket area, or subscriber or customer group that can be sup-
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4

ported by networking the client-facing tier 102 to numerous
set-top box devices. In an illustrative embodiment, the client-
facing tier, or any portion thereof, can be included at a video
head-end office.

In a particular embodiment, the client-facing tier 102 can
be coupled to the modems 114, 122 via fiber optic cables.
Alternatively, the modems 114 and 122 can be digital sub-
scriber line (DSL) modems that are coupled to one or more
network nodes via twisted pairs, and the client-facing tier 102
can be coupled to the network nodes via fiber-optic cables.
Each set-top box device 116, 124 can process data received
via the private access network 166, via an IPTV software
platform, such as Microsoft® TV IPTV Edition.

Additionally, the first set-top box device 116 can be
coupled to a first external display device, such as a first
television monitor 118, and the second set-top box device 124
can be coupled to a second external display device, such as a
second television monitor 126. Moreover, the first set-top box
device 116 can communicate with a first remote control 120,
and the second set-top box device can communicate with a
second remote control 128.

In an exemplary, non-limiting embodiment, each set-top
box device 116, 124 can receive video content, which may
include video and audio portions, from the client-facing tier
102 via the private access network 166. The set-top boxes
116, 124 can transmit the video content to an external display
device, such as the television monitors 118, 126. Further, the
set-top box devices 116, 124 can each include a STB proces-
sor, such as STB processor 170, and a STB memory device,
such as STB memory 172, which is accessible to the STB
processor 170. In one embodiment, a computer program, such
as the STB computer program 174, can be embedded within
the STB memory device 172. Each set-top box device 116,
124 can also include a video content storage module, such as
a digital video recorder (DVR) 176. In a particular embodi-
ment, the set-top box devices 116, 124 can communicate
commands received from the remote control devices 120,128
to the client-facing tier 102 via the private access network
166.

Inan illustrative embodiment, the client-facing tier 102 can
include a client-facing tier (CFT) switch 130 that manages
communication between the client-facing tier 102 and the
private access network 166 and between the client-facing tier
102 and the private network 110. As shown, the CFT switch
130 is coupled to one or more data servers, such as D-servers
132, that store, format, encode, replicate, or otherwise
manipulate or prepare video content for communication from
the IPTV system 100 to the set-top box devices 116, 124. The
CFT switch 130 can also be coupled to a terminal server 134
that provides terminal devices with a connection point to the
private network 110. In a particular embodiment, the CFT
switch 130 can also be coupled to a video-on-demand (VOD)
server 136 that stores or provides VOD content imported by
the IPTV system 100.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the application tier 104 can com-
municate with both the private network 110 and the public
network 112. The application tier 104 can include a first
application tier (APP) switch 138 and a second APP switch
140. In a particular embodiment, the first APP switch 138 can
be coupled to the second APP switch 140. The first APP
switch 138 can be coupled to an application server 142 and to
an OSS/BSS gateway 144. In a particular embodiment, the
application server 142 can provide applications to the set-top
box devices 116, 124 via the private access network 166,
which enable the set-top box devices 116, 124 to provide
functions, such as display, messaging, processing of IPTV
data and VOD material, etc. In a particular embodiment, the
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OSS/BSS gateway 144 includes operation systems and sup-
port (OSS) data, as well as billing systems and support (BSS)
data. In one embodiment, the OSS/BSS gateway 144 can
provide or restrict access to an OSS/BSS server 164 that
stores operations and billing systems data.

Further, the second APP switch 140 can be coupled to a
domain controller 146 that provides Internet access, for
example, to users via the public network 112. For example,
the domain controller 146 can provide remote Internet access
to IPTV account information, e-mail, personalized Internet
services, or other online services via the public network 112.
Users can access such information or services using their
personal computers 168. The second APP switch 140 can be
coupled to a subscriber and system store 148 that includes
account information, such as account information that is asso-
ciated with users who access the system 100 via the private
network 110 or the public network 112. Additionally, the
second APP switch 140 can be coupled to one or more inter-
active voice response (IVR) servers 182 that can communi-
cate with a first user telephone 184, such as a Voice over
Internet Protocol (VoIP) phone, via the public network 112, or
with a second user telephone 186 via a public switched tele-
phone network 188.

In a particular embodiment, the application tier 104 can
also include a client gateway 150 that communicates data
directly with the client-facing tier 102. In this embodiment,
the client gateway 150 can be coupled directly to the CFT
switch 130. The client gateway 150 can provide or restrict
access to the private network 110 and the tiers coupled
thereto.

In a particular embodiment, the set-top box devices 116,
124 can access the IPTV system 100 via the private access
network 166, using information received from the client gate-
way 150. In this embodiment, the private access network 166
can provide security for the private network 110. User devices
can access the client gateway 150 via the private access net-
work 166, and the client gateway 150 can allow such devices
to access the private network 110 once the devices are authen-
ticated or verified. Similarly, the client gateway 150 can pre-
vent unauthorized devices, such as hacker computers or sto-
len set-top box devices from accessing the private network
110, by denying access to these devices beyond the private
access network 166.

For example, when the first representative set-top box
device 116 accesses the system 100 via the private access
network 166, the client gateway 150 can verify subscriber
information by communicating with the subscriber and sys-
tem store 148 via the private network 110, the first APP switch
138, and the second APP switch 140. Further, the client gate-
way 150 can verity billing information and status by commu-
nicating with the OSS/BSS gateway 144 via the private net-
work 110 and the first APP switch 138. In one embodiment,
the OSS/BSS gateway 144 can transmit a query via the first
APP switch 138, to the second APP switch 140, and the
second APP switch 140 can communicate the query via the
public network 112 to the OSS/BSS server 164. After the
client gateway 150 confirms subscriber and/or billing infor-
mation, the client gateway 150 can allow the set-top box
device 116 to access IPTV content and VOD content. If the
client gateway 150 cannot verify subscriber information for
the set-top box device 116, e.g., because it is connected to an
unauthorized twisted pair, the client gateway 150 can block
transmissions to and from the set-top box device 116 beyond
the private access network 166.

As indicated in FIG. 1, the acquisition tier 106 includes an
acquisition tier (AQT) switch 152 that communicates with the
private network 110. The AQT switch 152 can also commu-
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6

nicate with the operations and management tier 108 via the
public network 112. In a particular embodiment, the AQT
switch 152 can be coupled to a live acquisition server 154 that
receives or acquires television or movie content, for example,
from a broadcast service 156. In a particular embodiment, the
live acquisition server 154 can transmit the television or
movie content to the AQT switch 152, and the AQT switch
152 can transmit the television or movie content to the CFT
switch 130 via the private network 110.

Further, the television or movie content can be transmitted
to the D-servers 132, where it can be encoded, formatted,
stored, replicated, or otherwise manipulated and prepared for
communication to the set-top box devices 116, 124. The CFT
switch 130 can receive the television or movie content from
the D-servers 132 and communicate the content to the
modems 114, 122 via the private access network 166. The
set-top box devices 116, 124 can receive the television or
movie content via the modems 114, 122, and can transmit the
television or movie content to the television monitors 118,
126. In an illustrative embodiment, video or audio portions of
the television or movie content can be streamed to the set-top
box devices 116, 124.

Further, the AQT switch can be coupled to a video-on-
demand importer server 158 that stores television or movie
content received at the acquisition tier 106 and communicates
the stored content to the VOD server 136 at the client-facing
tier 102 via the private network 110. Additionally, at the
acquisition tier 106, the video-on-demand (VOD) importer
server 158 can receive content from one or more VOD sources
outside the IPTV system 100, such as movie studios and
programmers of non-live content. The VOD importer server
158 can transmit the VOD content to the AQT switch 152, and
the AQT switch 152, in turn, can communicate the material to
the CFT switch 130 via the private network 110. The VOD
content can be stored at one or more servers, such as the VOD
server 136.

When users issue requests for VOD content via the set-top
box devices 116, 124, the requests can be transmitted over the
private access network 166 to the VOD server 136, via the
CFT switch 130. Upon receiving such requests, the VOD
server 136 can retrieve the requested VOD content and trans-
mit the content to the set-top box devices 116,124 across the
private access network 166, via the CFT switch 130. The
set-top box devices 116, 124 can transmit the VOD content to
the television monitors 118, 126. In an illustrative embodi-
ment, video or audio portions of VOD content can be
streamed to the set-top box devices 116, 124.

FIG. 1 further illustrates that the operations and manage-
ment tier 108 can include an operations and management tier
(OMT) switch 160 that conducts communication between the
operations and management tier 108 and the public network
112. Inthe embodiment illustrated by FIG. 1, the OMT switch
160 is coupled to a TV2 server 162. Additionally, the OMT
switch 160 can be coupled to an OSS/BSS server 164 and to
a simple network management protocol (SNMP) monitor 170
that monitors network devices within or coupled to the IPTV
system 100. In a particular embodiment, the OMT switch 160
can communicate with the AQT switch 152 via the public
network 112.

In an illustrative embodiment, the live acquisition server
154 can transmit the television or movie content to the AQT
switch 152, and the AQT switch 152, in turn, can transmit the
television or movie content to the OMT switch 160 via the
public network 112. In this embodiment, the OMT switch 160
can transmit the television or movie content to the TV2 server
162 for display to users accessing the user interface at the TV2
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server 162. For example, a user can access the TV2 server 162
using a personal computer (PC) 168 coupled to the public
network 112.

In a particular embodiment, a user can attempt to access
online services provided via the domain controller 146 by
using a personal computer 168 or other computing device to
access an account. For example, the user can activate an
Internet browser and navigate to an access web page provided
by the domain controller 146. In one embodiment, the domain
controller 146 can include an authentication module 180 that
is configured to prompt the user to transmit a primary authen-
tication token that is stored and associated with the user’s
account information at the subscriber and system store 148. If
the user enters the primary authentication token, the authen-
tication module 180 can be configured to grant the user access
to his or her Internet account, IPTV account, or other online
information or services provided to subscribers via the
domain controller 146. On the other hand, if the user does not
enter the primary authentication token, the authentication
module 180 can be configured to deny the user access to such
accounts, information or services.

In an illustrative embodiment, the authentication module
180 can be configured to prompt the user to transmit a sec-
ondary authentication token, if the user does not transmit the
primary authentication token, e.g., if the user has forgotten or
misplaced the primary authentication token required to
access his or her Internet account, IPTV account, or other
online information or services provided to subscribers via the
domain controller 146. For instance, the user can be prompted
to input an answer to a security question, such as “What is
your pet’s name?” or “What is your mother’s maiden name?”
The security question and answer can be designated by the
user when setting up an account and can be stored and asso-
ciated with the user’s account information at the subscriber
and system store 148. If the user enters a correct answer or
other secondary authentication token, the authentication
module 180 can be configured to provide a temporary authen-
tication token via a secure means, such as via e-mail, tele-
phone, set-top box device, or postal service.

In a particular embodiment, the subscriber and system
store 148 can associate the user’s Internet account or IPTV
account with the user’s set-top box device, such as the second
representative set-top box device 124. If a user provides a
correct answer or other secondary authentication token, the
subscriber and system store 148 can provide a temporary
authentication token, such as a temporary password, to the
user’s set-top box device 124 via the IPTV system 100. For
example, the subscriber and system store 148 can generate a
temporary authentication token and associate it with the
user’s account as a primary authentication token. The sub-
scriber and system store 148 can communicate the temporary
authentication token via the second APP switch 140 to the
CFT switch 130 via the private network 110. The CFT switch
130 can communicate the temporary authentication token to
the user’s set-top box device 124 via the access network 166.
Further, the set-top box device 124 can transmit the tempo-
rary authentication token to the television monitor 126.

Upon retrieving the temporary authentication token via the
television monitor 126, the user can use the personal com-
puter 168 to enter it at the access web page as the primary
authentication token. The authentication module 180 can be
configured to grant the user access to the accounts or other
information or services provided via the domain controller
146. In a particular embodiment, the authentication module
180 can be configured to prompt the user to reset the primary
authentication token upon accessing his or her account. The
user can change the primary authentication token from the
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temporary authentication token to the prior primary authen-
tication token or to a different primary authentication token.
The primary authentication token can then be stored and
associated with the user’s account information at the sub-
scriber and system store 148.

In an illustrative embodiment, each of the first authentica-
tion token, the second authentication token, and the tempo-
rary authentication token, can be a password, a personal iden-
tification number (PIN), a pass key, a pass code, a biometric
input, a one-time access key, an answer to a security question,
any other suitable authentication token, or a combination
thereof

In another particular embodiment, a user can attempt to
access the IPTV network via a set-top box device, such as the
first representative set-top box device 116. For example, the
user can be prompted to use a remote control 120 or a keypad
on the set-top box device 116 to enter a STB password, STB
PIN, or other primary STB authentication token that is stored
and associated with the set-top box device 116 at the sub-
scriber and system store 148. If the user enters a correct STB
password, STB PIN, or other primary STB authentication
token, the client gateway 150 can grant access to the [IPTV
system 100. Otherwise, the client gateway 150 can prevent
access to the IPTV system 100.

In an illustrative embodiment, if the user has forgotten the
STB password, STB PIN, or other primary STB authentica-
tion token required to access the IPTV system 100, the user
can be prompted to enter a secondary STB authentication
token that is stored and associated with the user’s account
information at the subscriber and system store 148. If a user
provides the secondary STB authentication token, the set-top
box device 116 can provide a temporary STB authentication
token, such as a temporary STB password, to the user’s per-
sonal computer 168 or other computing device via the user’s
Internet account. For example, the set-top box device 116 can
generate a temporary STB authentication token and issue a
command to a server, such as the subscriber and system store
148 to associate temporary STB authentication token with the
user’s Internet account. The subscriber and system store 148
can communicate the temporary STB authentication token
via the second APP switch 140 to the personal computer 168
via the public network 110.

Upon retrieving the temporary STB authentication token
via the personal computer 168, the user can enter it at the
set-top box device 116 as the primary STB authentication
token and access the IPTV system 100. In a particular
embodiment, the user can be prompted to reset the STB
password, STB PIN, or other primary STB authentication
token upon accessing the IPTV system 100. The user can
change the STB password; STB PIN, or other primary STB
authentication token from the temporary authentication token
to the prior STB password, STB PIN, or other primary STB
authentication token or to a different STB password, STB
PIN, or other STB primary authentication token. The STB
password, STB PIN, or other STB primary authentication
token can then be stored at the set-top box device 116.

In another particular embodiment, if a user provides the
secondary STB authentication token, the set-top box device
116 can provide a temporary STB authentication token, such
as a temporary STB password, to the user phone 184 via the
public network 112. For example, the set-top box device 116
can generate a temporary STB authentication token and issue
a command to a server, such as the IVR server 182, to asso-
ciate the temporary STB authentication token with an identi-
fier of the user phone 184. The IVR server 184 can receive a
call from the user phone 184 and obtain the identifier from
caller identification information received with the call. The
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IVR server 184 can communicate the temporary STB authen-
tication token via the second APP switch 140 to the user
phone 184 via the public network 112.

Upon retrieving the temporary STB authentication token
via the user phone 184, the user can enter it at the set-top box
device 116 as the primary STB authentication token and
access the IPTV system 100. In a particular embodiment, the
user can be prompted to reset the STB password, STB PIN, or
other primary STB authentication token upon accessing the
IPTV system 100. The user can change the STB password,
STB PIN, or other primary STB authentication token from the
temporary authentication token to the prior STB password,
STB PIN, or other primary STB authentication token or to a
different STB password, STB PIN, or other STB primary
authentication token. The STB password, STB PIN, or other
STB primary authentication token can then be stored at the
set-top box device 116.

Referring to FIG. 2, an embodiment of an authentication
system is illustrated and designated generally at 200. The
system includes a set-top box 202 that contains a processor
204 and a memory device 206 that is accessible to the pro-
cessor 204. Additionally, the processor 204 is coupled to a
network interface 208. Further, the processor 204 can be
coupled to a display interface 210, such as a television inter-
face, through which the set-top box device 202 can commu-
nicate video content to an external display device, such as a
television monitor 212. In addition, the processor 204 can
communicate with a remote control device 224, via a remote
control interface 216.

The processor 204 can communicate with an external
access network, such as a private Internet Protocol Television
(IPTV) access network 220, via the network interface 208. In
an illustrative, non-limiting embodiment, the private IPTV
access network 220 can be the private access network 120
illustrated in FIG. 1. In a particular embodiment, network
access customer premises equipment (CPE) 222 can facilitate
communication between the network interface 208 and the
private IPTV access network 220. The network access CPE
222 can include a router, a local area network device, a
modem, such as a digital subscriber line (DSL) modem, any
other suitable device for facilitating communication between
the network interface 208 of the set-top box device 202 and
the private IPTV access network 220, or any combination
thereof. In an illustrative, non-limiting embodiment, the net-
work access CPE 222 can be the modem 122 illustrated in
FIG. 1.

In a particular embodiment, the memory device 206 can
include a password storage and delivery module 218. The
password storage and delivery module 218 can be configured
to receive a temporary authentication token associated with
an Internet account of a user via the private IPTV access
network 220. The processor 204 can be configured to transmit
the temporary authentication token to the display interface
210, via the display interface 210, when a user requests the
temporary authentication token. In an illustrative embodi-
ment, the processor 204 can be configured to prompt the user
for a set-top box (STB) authentication token before transmit-
ting the temporary authentication token to the television
monitor 212. The processor 204 can determine whether the
user enters the STB authentication token, for example, by
comparing the user input to the STB authentication token
stored in the password storage and delivery module 218.

In another embodiment, the processor 204 can be config-
ured to transmit a prompt to a user at the television monitor
212 to input a first set-top box (STB) authentication token, for
example, via the remote control 224. The processor 204 can
determine whether the user enters the STB authentication
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token, for example, by comparing the user input to the STB
authentication token stored in the password storage and deliv-
ery module 218. Additionally, the processor 204 can be con-
figured to access the private IPTV access network 220 when
the first STB authentication token is received and to not
access the private IPTV access network 220 when the first
STB authentication token is not received.

In an illustrative embodiment, the processor 204 can be
configured to transmit a prompt to the user at the television
monitor 212 to input a second STB authentication token
stored by the password storage and delivery module 218,
when the first STB authentication token is not received. Fur-
ther, the processor 204 can be configured to generate a tem-
porary STB authentication token, using instructions stored in
the password storage and delivery module 218, when the
second STB authentication token is received. In addition, the
processor 204 can reset the first STB authentication token to
the temporary STB authentication token. Moreover, the pro-
cessor 204 can be configured to transmit a command via the
private IPTV access network 220 to an authentication server
or other device within the IPTV system to associate the tem-
porary STB authentication token with the user’s Internet
account. In an illustrative embodiment, the authentication
server or other device can transmit the temporary STB
authentication token to a user computing device. In addition,
the processor 204 can be configured to access the IPTV sys-
tem when the temporary STB authentication token is received
at the set-top box device 202. In a particular embodiment, the
processor 204 can be configured to issue a prompt to the user
at the television monitor 212 to reset the first STB authenti-
cation token to the prior first STB authentication token orto a
different first STB authentication token, when the temporary
STB authentication token is received.

In an illustrative embodiment, each ofthe first STB authen-
tication token, the second STB authentication token, and the
temporary STB authentication token, may be a password, a
personal identification number (PIN), a pass key, a pass code,
a biometric input, a one-time access key, an answer to a
security question, any other suitable authentication token, or
a combination thereof.

Referring to FIG. 3, a particular illustrative embodiment of
an authentication method is disclosed. At block 300, a server
receives a request to access an Internet account. In a particular
embodiment, the request can be received from a user com-
puting device at an Internet server within an Internet Protocol
Television (IPTV) system. Moving to block 302, the server
can transmit a prompt to the user via a computing device to
input a first authentication token associated with the Internet
account, such as a password. Continuing to decision step 304,
the server can determine whether it has received the first
authentication token from the user computing device. If the
server receives the first authentication token from the user
computing device, the method proceeds to block 306, and the
server can grant the user access to the Internet account or
issue a command to another server to grant the user access to
the Internet account. The method then terminates at 322.
Conversely, if the server does not receive the first authentica-
tion token from the user computing device, the method pro-
ceeds to block 308.

At block 308, the server transmits a prompt to the user via
the computing device to enter a second authentication token,
such as an answer to a security question. Continuing to deci-
sion step 310, the server determines whether it has received
the second authentication token. If the server does not receive
the second authentication token, the method terminates at
322. On the other hand, if the server receives the second
authentication token, the method moves to block 312. In a



US 9,210,144 B2

11

particular embodiment, at block 312, the server can issue a
command or instruction to another server within the IPTV
system, such as an authentication server, to generate a tem-
porary authentication token. The temporary authentication
token can be generated randomly or based on one or more
variables or factors, such as a time at which the temporary
authentication token is generated.

In an illustrative embodiment, the authentication server
can reset the first authentication token to the temporary
authentication token (such as a one-time use or limited-time
use authentication token) and transmit the temporary authen-
tication token to a user set-top box device associated with the
user of the Internet account via an IPTV access network.
Advancing to block 314, the server can determine whether it
has received the temporary authentication token from the user
computing device. If the server does not receive the tempo-
rary authentication token, the method terminates at 322.
Alternatively, if the server receives the temporary authentica-
tion token, the method proceeds to block 316, and the server
grants access to the Internet account.

Moving to block 318, in a particular embodiment, the
server transmits a prompt to the user at the computing device
to reset the first authentication token to an authentication
token other than the temporary authentication token. Using
the computing device, the user can reset the first authentica-
tion token from the temporary authentication token to the
prior first authentication token, i.e., the one that was forgotten
or misplaced, or to a new first authentication token. In a
particular embodiment, at block 320, the server receives the
authentication token to which the first authentication token is
to be reset and transmits it to the authentication server, where
it can be stored and associated with the user of the Internet
account. The method terminates, at 322.

Referring to FIG. 4, a second illustrative embodiment of an
authentication method is illustrated. In this particular illus-
trative embodiment, at block 400, a temporary authentication
token associated with an Internet account is received at a
set-top box device from an Internet Protocol Television
(IPTV) system. The temporary authentication token can be
generated by a server within the IPTV system, for example,
when a user is attempting to access the Internet account via a
computing device and forgets or misplaces a primary authen-
tication token associated with the Internet account. The server
can transmit the temporary authentication token to the set-top
box device after it receives a secondary authentication token,
such as an answer to a security question.

Moving to block 402, the set-top box device can receive a
request to transmit the temporary authentication token asso-
ciated with the Internet account to a display device coupled to
the set-top box device. For example, a user can issue a com-
mand to the set-top box device via a remote control to trans-
mit the temporary authentication token to the display device.
Continuing to block 404, in an illustrative embodiment, the
set-top box device can transmit a prompt to the user via the
display device to input a set-top box authentication token,
such as a set-top box password, that is used to grant or restrict
access to the set-top box device.

Proceeding to decision step 406, in a particular embodi-
ment, the set-top box device can determine whether it has
received the set-top box authentication token. If the set-top
box device does not receive the set-top box authentication
token, the method terminates at 410. On the other hand, if the
set-top box device receives the set-top box authentication
token, the method moves to block 408, and the set-top box
device transmits the temporary authentication token that it
has received from the IPTV system to the display device. In
one embodiment, the user can use a computing device to
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transmit the temporary authentication token to a server within
the IPTV system, in order to gain access to the Internet
account. The method terminates, at 410.

Referring to FIG, 5, a third illustrative embodiment of an
authentication method is illustrated. At block 500, a set-top
box device receives a request to access television content, or
other content, from an Internet Protocol Television (IPTV)
system. In a particular embodiment, the request can be
received via a remote control that communicates with the
set-top box device. Moving to block 502, the set-top box
device can transmit a prompt to the user via a display device,
such as a television monitor coupled to the set-top box device,
to input a first set-top box (STB) authentication token, such as
a STB password, that the set-top box device uses to grant and
restrict use of the set-top box device to access the IPTV
system or content provided thereby.

Continuing to decision step 504, the set-top box device can
determine whether it has received the first STB authentication
token from the user. If the set-top box device receives the first
STB authentication token from the user, via the remote con-
trol or a keypad on the set-top box device, for example, the
method proceeds to block 506, and the set-top box allows the
user to access the IPTV system and content provided by the
IPTV system. The method then terminates at 522. Con-
versely, if the server does not receive the first STB authenti-
cation token from the user, the method proceeds to block 508.

At block 508, the set-top box device transmits a prompt to
the user via the display device to enter a second STB authen-
tication token, such as an answer to a security question. Con-
tinuing to decision step 510, the set-top box device deter-
mines whether it has received the second STB authentication
token. If the set-top box device does not receive the second
STB authentication token, the method terminates at 522. On
the other hand, if the set-top box device receives the second
STB authentication token, the method moves to block 512. In
aparticular embodiment, at block 512, the set-top box device
can generate a temporary STB authentication token. The tem-
porary STB authentication token can be generated randomly
or based on one or more variables or factors, such as a time at
which the temporary STB authentication token is generated.

In anillustrative embodiment, at block 514, the set-top box
device can reset the first STB authentication token to the
temporary STB authentication token, such that the user can
use the set-top box device to access the IPTV system and
content provided by the IPTV system, by inputting the tem-
porary STB authentication token at the set-top box device.
The set-top box device can increase the security of the tem-
porary STB authentication token by providing it at an elec-
tronic device other than the set-top box device itself.

Proceeding to block 516, the set-top box device transmits a
command to a server within the IPTV system to associate the
temporary STB authentication token with an Internet account
of'the user. The user can use a computing device to access the
Internet account, and the server can transmit the temporary
STB authentication token to the computing device. Because it
is less likely that an unauthorized party will have access to a
computing device or Internet account authentication token
associated with an authorized user of a set-top box device,
providing the temporary STB authentication token via the
Internet account is more secure than providing it at the set-top
box device itself. The user can then enter the temporary STB
authentication token at the set-top box device, via remote
control or keypad, for example, in order to use the set-top box
device to access the IPTV system and television or other
content provided by the IPTV system.

Advancing to decision step 518, the set-top box device can
determine whether it has received the temporary STB authen-
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tication token from the user. If the set-top box device does not
receive the temporary STB authentication token, the method
terminates at 522. Alternatively, if the set-top box device
receives the temporary STB authentication token, the method
proceeds to block 520, and the set-top box device can allow
the user to access the IPTV system and content provided
thereby, via the set-top box device. Additionally, the set-top
box device can transmit a prompt to the user via the display
device to reset the first STB authentication token from the
temporary STB authentication token to the authentication
token that was forgotten or to a different authentication token.
The method terminates, at 522.

Referring to FIG. 6, a fourth embodiment of an authenti-
cation method is illustrated. In a particular embodiment, at
block 600, a command to associate a temporary set-top box
(SIB) authentication token with a user of an Internet account
is received at an authentication server within an Internet Pro-
tocol Television (IPTV) system. In one embodiment, a set-top
box device can issue the command to the authentication
server, for example, when a user is attempting to use the
set-top box device to access the IPTV system and forgets or
misplaces a primary STB authentication token that the set-top
box devices uses to grant or restrict access to the IPTV system
or content provided thereby. The set-top box device can issue
the command after it receives a secondary STB authentication
token, such as an answer to a security question.

Moving to block 602, the authentication server can deter-
mine whether it has received a temporary STB authentication
token from the set-top box device along with the command. If
the authentication server has received the temporary STB
authentication token from the set-top box device, e.g., if the
set-top box device generates the temporary STB authentica-
tion token, the method proceeds to block 606 and continues as
described. Conversely, if the authentication server has not
received the temporary STB authentication token from the
set-top box device, the method advances to block 604, and the
authentication server generates the temporary STB authenti-
cation token. The method then continues to block 606.

At block 606, the authentication server stores the tempo-
rary STB authentication token and associates it with the user
of the Internet account. In a particular embodiment, the user
can retrieve the temporary STB authentication token from the
authentication server by using a computing device to access
the Internet account. Moving to decision step 608, in an
illustrative embodiment, the authentication server can deter-
mine whether an Internet account authentication token has
been received from a computing device that communicates
with the authentication server, for example, via an Internet
portal provided by a domain controller within the IPTV sys-
tem. If the Internet account authentication token is not
received at the authentication server, the method terminates at
612. On the other hand, if the Internet account authentication
token is received at the authentication server, the method
continues to block 610, and the authentication server trans-
mits the temporary STB authentication token to the comput-
ing device. The user may then input the temporary STB
authentication token at the set-top box device that issued the
command to the authentication server. The method termi-
nates, at 612.

Referring to FIG. 7, a fifth illustrative embodiment of an
authentication method is illustrated. At block 700, a set-top
box device receives a request to use the set-top box device to
access an Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) system and
television or other content provided by the IPTV system. In a
particular embodiment, the request can be received via a
remote control that communicates with the set-top box
device. Moving to block 702, the set-top box device can
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transmit a prompt to the user via a display device, such as a
television monitor coupled to the set-top box device, to input
a first set-top box (STB) authentication token, such as a STB
password.

Continuing to decision step 704, the set-top box device can
determine whether it has received the first STB authentication
token from the user. If the set-top box device receives the first
STB authentication token from the user, the method proceeds
to block 706, and the set-top box device allows the user to
access the IPTV system and television or other content pro-
vided by the IPTV system. The method then terminates at
722. Conversely, if the set-top box device does not receive the
first STB authentication token from the user, the method
proceeds to block 708. For instance, the user may forget or
misplace the first STB authentication token and input an
incorrect authentication token or no authentication token.

At block 708, the set-top box device transmits a prompt to
the user via the display device to enter a second STB authen-
tication token, such as an answer to a security question. In a
particular embodiment, the set-top box device can transmit
the prompt in response to an incorrect authentication token
input by the user. In another embodiment, the set-top box
device can transmit the prompt in response to a user indica-
tion that the first STB authentication token has been forgot-
ten.

Continuing to decision step 710, the set-top box device
determines whether it has received the second STB authenti-
cation token. If the set-top box device does not receive the
second STB authentication token, the method terminates at
722. On the other hand, if the set-top box device receives the
second STB authentication token, the method moves to block
712. In a particular embodiment, at block 712, the set-top box
device can generate a temporary STB authentication token.
The temporary STB authentication token can be generated
randomly or based on one or more variables or factors, such as
a time at which the temporary authentication token is gener-
ated.

In anillustrative embodiment, at block 714, the set-top box
device can reset the first STB authentication token to the
temporary STB authentication token, such that the user can
use the set-top box device to access the IPTV system and
content provided by the IPTV system, by inputting the tem-
porary STB authentication token at the set-top box device.
The set-top box device can increase the security of the tem-
porary STB authentication token by providing it at an elec-
tronic device other than the set-top box device itself.

Proceeding to block 716, the set-top box device transmits a
command to a server within the IPTV system, such as an
interactive voice response (IVR) server to associate the tem-
porary STB authentication token with an identifier of a tele-
phone device. In a particular embodiment, the user can call a
telephone number associated with the IVR server. The IVR
server can communicate the temporary STB authentication
token to the user via the telephone device, after verifying that
the identifier of the telephone device is included in caller
identification information received with the call. Because it is
less likely that an unauthorized party will have access to a
telephone device associated with an authorized user of a
set-top box device, providing the temporary STB authentica-
tion token by telephone is more secure than providing it at the
set-top box device itself. The user can enter the temporary
STB authentication token at the set-top box device, via
remote control or keypad, for example, in order to use the
set-top box device to access the IPTV system and television or
other content provided by the IPTV system.

Advancing to decision step 718, the set-top box device can
determine whether it has received the temporary STB authen-
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tication token from the user. If the set-top box device has not
received the temporary STB authentication token, the method
terminates at 722. Alternatively, if the set-top box device
receives the temporary STB authentication token, the method
proceeds to block 720, and the set-top box device can allow
the user to access the IPTV system or content provided by the
IPTV system. Additionally, the set-top box device transmits a
prompt to the user at the display device to reset the first STB
authentication token, from the temporary STB authentication
token to the authentication token that was forgotten or to a
different authentication token. The method terminates, at
722.

Referring to FIG. 8, a sixth illustrative embodiment of an
authentication method is illustrated. In a particular embodi-
ment, at block 800, a command to associate a temporary STB
authentication token with an identifier of a telephone device is
received at an interactive voice response (IVR) server within
an Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) system. In one
embodiment, a set-top box device can issue the command to
the IVR server, for example, when a user is attempting to use
the set-top box device to access the IPTV system and forgets
or misplaces a primary STB authentication token that the
set-top box devices uses to grant or restrict access to the IPTV
system or content provided thereby. The set-top box device
can issue the command after it receives a secondary STB
authentication token, such as an answer to a security question.

Moving to block 802, the IVR server stores the temporary
STB authentication token and associates it with the identifier
of' the telephone device. In a particular embodiment, the user
can retrieve the temporary STB authentication token from the
IVR server by using a telephone device having the identifier
with which the temporary STB authentication device is asso-
ciated. For example, the user can call a telephone number,
such as a 1-800 number, associated with the IVR server and
navigate through an IVR application to retrieve the temporary
STB authentication token.

Proceeding to block 804, the IVR server receives a call
from a telephone device. In one embodiment, the IVR server
can operate an IVR application that provides a greeting to the
caller and menu options or other prompts that allow the caller
to indicate that he or she desires to retrieve a temporary STB
authentication token. Moving to decision step 806, in an
illustrative embodiment, the IVR server obtains caller iden-
tification (caller ID) information that is received with the call.
For instance, a telephone service provider can provide the
IVR server with Automatic Number Identification (ANI),
whereby the server receives digital tone multi frequency
(DTMF) tones along with the call.

Continuing to decision step 808, in a particular embodi-
ment, the IVR server can determine whether the identifier of
the telephone device is included in the caller ID information.
If the identifier of the telephone device is not included in the
caller ID information, the method terminates at 812. Con-
versely, if the identifier of the telephone device is included in
the caller ID information, the method advances to block 810
and the IVR server communicates the temporary STB authen-
tication token to the telephone device via the IVR application.
For example, if the caller indicates a desire to retrieve a
temporary STB authentication token, the IVR application can
verify an identifier of the telephone device, such as a tele-
phone number, and can retrieve any temporary STB authen-
tication tokens that are associated with the identifier. In an
illustrative embodiment, the IVR application can convert the
temporary STB authentication token from text or data to
audible tones and communicate the temporary STB authen-
tication token to the caller at the telephone device. The
method then terminates, at 812.
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Though the aspects of the disclosed methods have been
presented in a certain order, for ease of description, certain
portions of the method may be performed in a different order
or simultaneously.

In conjunction with the configuration of structure
described herein, the system and method disclosed provide a
user with an ability to reset forgotten or misplaced passwords
or other authentication tokens via a secure second platform,
using multifactor authentication. In a particular embodiment,
when a user wishes to reset an authentication token, the user
performs at least two actions. The user provides a second
authentication token, such as an answer to a security question,
and the user retrieves a temporary authentication token from
a second secure platform.

For example, if the user has forgotten or misplaced a first
authentication token associated with an Internet account, the
user provides a second authentication token via a computing
device. A temporary authentication token is transmitted to a
set-top box device associated with the user of the Internet
account, and the user can retrieve the temporary authentica-
tion token from a display device coupled to the set-top box
device. The user can input the temporary authentication token
via the computing device to access the associated Internet
account, and the user can reset the first authentication token
from the temporary authentication token to the forgotten first
authentication token or to a new first authentication token.

In another embodiment, a user may forget or misplace a
first set-top box (STB) authentication token that is used to
grant or restrict access to an Internet Protocol Television
(IPTV) system or content provided by the IPTV system. The
user inputs a second STB authentication token at the set-top
box device. A temporary STB authentication token is trans-
mitted to a server within the IPTV system and is associated
with the user of the set-top box device. The user can retrieve
the temporary STB authentication token from the server using
a computing device that may access the server via an Internet
account. The user can input the temporary STB authentica-
tion token at the set-top box device to access the IPTV system
or content provided by the IPTV system.

Multifactor authentication allows users to reset their pass-
words without having to speak to customer service represen-
tatives and provide sensitive information, such as their moth-
er’s maiden name, social security numbers, or birth dates.
However, processes for resetting passwords that are based in
one platform, such as purely Internet-based processes, lend
themselves to hacking. For example, spy-ware embedded on
a user computing device can capture information related to
security questions or other authentication information. Com-
bining the use of multifactor authentication with providing
temporary authentication tokens at second secure platforms
increases the likelihood that the user is the one attempting to
reset the authentication token. Hackers are less likely to have
access to both a second authentication token and the second
secure platform.

Referring to FIG. 9, an illustrative embodiment of a general
computer system is shown and is designated 900. The com-
puter system 900 can include a set of instructions that can be
executed to cause the computer system 900, or a portion
thereof, to perform any one or more of the methods or com-
puter based functions disclosed herein in connection with the
set-top box device or with a network device. The computer
system 900, or any portion thereof, may operate as a standa-
lone device or may be a hardware or software module within
a server or set-top box device, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2.

In a networked deployment, the computer system may
operate in the capacity of server within an IPTV system or a
set-top box device communicating therewith. The computer
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system 900 can also be implemented as or incorporated into
various other devices, or any other machine capable of
executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that
specify actions to be taken by that machine. In a particular
embodiment, the computer system 900 can be implemented
using electronic devices that provide audio, video or data
communication. Further, while a single computer system 900
is illustrated, the term “system” shall also be taken to include
any collection of systems or sub-systems that individually or
jointly execute a set, or multiple sets, of instructions to per-
form one or more computer functions, such as the IPTV
system illustrated in FIG. 1.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the computer system 900 may
include a processor 902, e.g., a central processing unit (CPU),
a graphics-processing unit (GPU), or both. Moreover, the
computer system 900 can include a main memory 904 and a
static memory 906 that can communicate with each other via
a bus 908. As shown, the computer system 900 may further
include a video display unit 910, such as a liquid crystal
display (LCD), an organic light emitting diode (OLED), a flat
panel display, a solid state display, or a cathode ray tube
(CRT). Additionally, the computer system 900 may include
an input device 912, such as a remote control input, an input
control panel, a keyboard, a mouse, a gaming station input, or
one or more keys disposed on a set-top box device. The
computer system 900 can also include a disk drive unit 916, a
signal generation device 918, such as a speaker, and a network
interface device 920.

In an illustrative embodiment, the computer system 900
can include a remote control interface 928, such as the remote
control interface 216 of the set-top box device illustrated in
FIG. 2. The remote control interface 928 can receive inputs
from a remote control device.

In a particular embodiment, as depicted in FI1G. 9, the disk
drive unit 916 may include a computer-readable medium 922
in which one or more sets of instructions 924, e.g., software,
can be embedded. Further, the instructions 924 may embody
one or more of the methods or logic as described herein. In a
particular embodiment, the instructions 924 may reside com-
pletely, or at least partially, within the main memory 904, the
static memory 906, and/or within the processor 902 during
execution by the computer system 900. The main memory
904 and the processor 902 also may include computer-read-
able media.

In an alternative embodiment, dedicated hardware imple-
mentations, such as application specific integrated circuits,
programmable logic arrays and other hardware devices, can
be constructed to implement one or more of the methods
described herein. Applications that may include the apparatus
and systems of various embodiments can broadly include a
variety of electronic and computer systems. One or more
embodiments described herein may implement functions
using two or more specific interconnected hardware modules
or devices with related control and data signals that can be
communicated between and through the modules, or as por-
tions of an application-specific integrated circuit. Accord-
ingly, the present system encompasses software, firmware,
and hardware implementations.

In accordance with various embodiments of the present
disclosure, the methods described herein may be imple-
mented by software programs executable by a computer sys-
tem. Further, in an exemplary, non-limited embodiment,
implementations can include distributed processing, compo-
nent/object distributed processing, and parallel processing.
Alternatively, virtual computer system processing can be
constructed to implement one or more of the methods or
functionality as described herein.
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The present disclosure contemplates a computer-readable
medium that includes instructions 924 or receives instruc-
tions 924 responsive to a propagated signal, so that a device
connected to a network 926 can communicate audio, video or
data over the network 926. Further, the instructions 924 may
be transmitted or received over the network 926 via the net-
work interface device 920.

While the computer-readable medium is shown to be a
single medium, the term “computer-readable medium”
includes a single medium or multiple media, such as a cen-
tralized or distributed database, and/or associated caches and
servers that store one or more sets of instructions. The term
“computer-readable medium” shall also include any medium
that is capable of storing, encoding or carrying a set of instruc-
tions for execution by a processor or that cause a computer
system to perform any one or more of the methods or opera-
tions disclosed herein.

In a particular non-limiting, exemplary embodiment, the
computer-readable medium can include a solid-state memory
such as a memory card or other package that houses one or
more non-volatile read-only memories. Further, the com-
puter-readable medium can be a random access memory or
other volatile re-writable memory. Additionally, the com-
puter-readable medium can include a magneto-optical or
optical medium, such as a disk or tapes or other storage device
to capture carrier wave signals such as a signal communicated
over a transmission medium. A digital file attachment to an
e-mail or other self-contained information archive or set of
archives may be considered a distribution medium that is
equivalent to a tangible storage medium. Accordingly, the
disclosure is considered to include any one or more of a
computer-readable medium or a distribution medium and
other equivalents and successor media, in which data or
instructions may be stored.

Although the present specification describes components
and functions that may be implemented in particular embodi-
ments with reference to particular standards and protocols,
the disclosure is not limited to such standards and protocols.
For example, standards for Internet and other packet switched
network transmission (e.g., TCP/IP, UDP/IP, HTML, HTTP)
represent examples of the state of the art. Such standards are
periodically superseded by faster or more efficient equiva-
lents having essentially the same functions. Accordingly,
replacement standards and protocols having the same or simi-
lar functions as those disclosed herein are considered equiva-
lents thereof.

The illustrations of the embodiments described herein are
intended to provide a general understanding of the structure
of the various embodiments. The illustrations are not
intended to serve as a complete description of all of the
elements and features of apparatus and systems that utilize
the structures or methods described herein. Many other
embodiments may be apparent to those of skill in the art upon
reviewing the disclosure. Other embodiments may be utilized
and derived from the disclosure, such that structural and
logical substitutions and changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the disclosure. Additionally, the
illustrations are merely representational and may not be
drawn to scale. Certain proportions within the illustrations
may be exaggerated, while other proportions may be mini-
mized. Accordingly, the disclosure and the figures are to be
regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive.

One or more embodiments of the disclosure may be
referred to herein, individually and/or collectively, by the
term “invention” merely for convenience and without intend-
ing to voluntarily limit the scope of this application to any
particular invention or inventive concept. Moreover, although
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specific embodiments have been illustrated and described
herein, it should be appreciated that any subsequent arrange-
ment designed to achieve the same or similar purpose may be
substituted for the specific embodiments shown. This disclo-
sure is intended to cover any and all subsequent adaptations or
variations of various embodiments. Combinations of the
above embodiments, and other embodiments not specifically
described herein, will be apparent to those of skill in the art
upon reviewing the description.

The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to comply with
37 C.FR. §1.72(b) and is submitted with the understanding
that it will not be used to interpret or limit the scope or
meaning of the claims. In addition, in the foregoing Detailed
Description, various features may be grouped together or
described in a single embodiment for the purpose of stream-
lining the disclosure. This disclosure is notto be interpreted as
reflecting an intention that the claimed embodiments require
more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather,
as the following claims reflect, inventive subject matter may
be directed to less than all of the features of any of the
disclosed embodiments. Thus, the following claims are incor-
porated into the Detailed Description, with each claim stand-
ing on its own as defining separately claimed subject matter.

The above-disclosed subject matter is to be considered
illustrative, and not restrictive, and the appended claims are
intended to cover all such modifications, enhancements, and
other embodiments, which fall within the scope of the claims
below. Thus, to the maximum extent allowed by law, the
scope of the claims is to be determined by the broadest per-
missible interpretation of the following claims and their
equivalents, and shall not be restricted or limited by the fore-
going detailed description.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, at a media playback device from a server, a

temporary authentication token that enables access to an
account accessible by a first device, wherein the tempo-
rary authentication token is generated after validation by
the server of a particular authentication token received at
the server from the first device, wherein the first device
is distinct from the media playback device, and wherein
the temporary authentication token is received from the
server via a communication path that does not include
the first device;

initiating a prompt to input a media playback device

authentication token;
generating a second temporary authentication token at the
media playback device in response to a determination
that the media playback device authentication token
received at the media playback device is invalid or in
response to a request received at the media playback
device, the request associated with the second temporary
authentication token, wherein the second temporary
authentication token enables access to an interactive
television system via the media playback device;

transmitting the second temporary authentication token to
the server; and

initiating, at the media playback device, presentation of the

temporary authentication token in response to a deter-
mination that the media playback device received the
second temporary authentication token.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the
media playback device authentication token at the media
playback device, wherein the presentation of the temporary
authentication token is initiated after the media playback
device authentication token is received.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein the temporary authen-
tication token is received from the server via a private access
network associated with the interactive television system.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the private access net-
work couples the media playback device to the interactive
television system.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a
request for the temporary authentication token at the media
playback device, wherein the temporary authentication token
is received from the server in response to the request for the
temporary authentication token.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the account is accessible
via a second device in response to the server receiving the
temporary authentication token from the second device, and
wherein the second device is distinct from the media playback
device.

7. A system comprising:

a processor; and

a memory, wherein the memory stores instructions that,

when executed by a processor, cause the processor to
perform operations comprising:

receiving, at a media playback device from a server, a first

temporary authentication token that enables access to an
account accessible via a first device, wherein the first
temporary authentication token is generated after vali-
dation by the server of a particular authentication token
received at the server from the first device, wherein the
first device is distinct from the media playback device,
and wherein the first temporary authentication token is
received from the server via a communication path that
does not include the first device;

initiating a prompt to input a media playback device

authentication token;
generating a second temporary authentication token at the
media playback device in response to a determination
that the media playback device authentication token
received at the media playback device is invalid or in
response to a request received at the media playback
device, the request associated with the second temporary
authentication token, wherein the second temporary
authentication token enables access to an interactive
television system via the media playback device;

transmitting the second temporary authentication token to
the server; and
initiating, at the media playback device, presentation ofthe
first temporary authentication token via an interface
device coupled to the media playback device in response
to a determination that the media playback device
received the second temporary authentication token.
8. The system of claim 7, wherein the operations further
comprise:
receiving, at the media playback device, a first authentica-
tion token from a user input device, wherein the first
authentication token does not enable access to the inter-
active television system via a private network; and

validating a second authentication token media playback
device, wherein the second temporary authentication
token is generated in response to the second authentica-
tion token being validated, and wherein the second
authentication token is received from the user input
device.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the second temporary
authentication token is accessible from the server via the
account.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the operations further
comprise initiating a communication to a destination device
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associated with the media playback device, wherein the sec-
ond temporary authentication token is provided during the
communication.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the operations further
comprise providing the second temporary authentication
token from the media playback device to the server when the
server determines that the server received a call from a device
having a caller identification number associated with the
media playback device.

12. The computer-readable storage device of claim 8,
wherein a determination that the media playback device
authentication token is valid enables access to the interactive
television system via the private network associated with the
media playback device.

13. A method comprising:

receiving, at a server, a first authentication token associated

with an account from a first device;

generating, at the server, a first temporary authentication

token after the first authentication token is validated,
wherein the first temporary authentication token enables
access to the account;
providing the first temporary authentication token from the
server to a media playback device, wherein the media
playback device is distinct from the first device, and
wherein the first temporary authentication token is pro-
vided to the media playback device via acommunication
path that does not include the first device; and

receiving, at the server, a second temporary authentication
token generated by the media playback device, wherein
the second temporary authentication token is generated
in response to a determination that a media playback
device authentication token received at the media play-
back deviceis invalid or in response to a request received
at the media playback device, the request associated
with the second temporary authentication token, and
wherein the second temporary authentication token
enables access to an interactive television system via the
media playback device.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising transmit-
ting the first temporary authentication token based on infor-
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mation associated with the account, wherein the information
identifies an email address, a telephone number, a postal
address, or a combination thereof.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

receiving, at the server, a second authentication token to

attempt to enable access to the account, wherein the

second authentication token is received prior to the first

authentication token;

determining that the second authentication token is
invalid to enable access to the account; and

validating the first authentication token after a determi-
nation that the second authentication token is invalid,
wherein a second prompt for the first authentication
token is initiated after the determination that the sec-
ond authentication token is invalid.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the second authenti-
cation token includes a password, a personal identification
number, a pass key, a pass code, a biometric input, or a
combination thereof, wherein the first authentication token
includes an answer to a security question, and wherein the
first temporary authentication token includes a one-time
access key that is generated based on a time based variable.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein validation of the first
authentication token does not enable access to the account.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising, after
determining that the first temporary authentication token
received at the server from a second device is valid, initiating
asecond promptto set a second authentication token to enable
access to the account via a web page associated with the
account.

19. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

detennining that the media playback device is associated

with the account; and

transmitting the first temporary authentication token to the

media playback device in response to a determination
that the first authentication token is valid.

20. The method of claim 13, further comprising transmit-
ting the second temporary authentication token to a second
device.



